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Meeting Date:  May 17, 2022 
 
Subject:  Government Relations Update and 2022 AMO Conference 

Delegation Requests 
   
Submitted By: Devan Lobo, Senior Business Analyst, Corporate Strategy and 

Innovation, Office of the CAO  
   

 
RECOMMENDATION 
 
That the proposed 2022 Association of Municipalities Ontario Conference delegation 
requests outlined in Staff Report 2022-0079, be approved. 
 
REPORT HIGHLIGHTS 
 

 This report highlights major advocacy efforts and updates at the federal and 
provincial levels of government since November 2021. 

 Positioning Caledon as a federal and provincial partner, and collaborating on joint 
advocacy opportunities continues to be important for advancing Town priorities. 

 An upcoming opportunity for advocacy is the Association of Municipalities Ontario 
(AMO) Conference, which will occur in-person from August 14-17, 2022. 

 Municipalities can request delegations with Ontario government ministries as well 
as representatives of the opposition parties to present issues and challenges that 
require provincial support. 

 The deadline to submit delegation requests to the Province is June 24, 2022.  

 For AMO, staff propose maintaining a targeted delegation strategy, focused on 
requesting meetings with Ministers related to key Council Work Plan priorities 
related to growth, modernization and resilience. 

 Requests should also be submitted to meet with the opposition parties as well. 
 
DISCUSSION 
 

The purpose of this report is to provide an update to Council regarding key government 
relations files and recent federal and provincial policy and legislation activities, as well as 
outline proposed next steps including AMO Conference advocacy. Staff are seeking 
direction from Council on which delegation requests to submit on behalf of the Town of 
Caledon for AMO.  
 
Government relations and engagement is as critical as ever as we navigate the COVID-
19 pandemic recovery and Caledon prepares for substantial population growth. 
Throughout the COVID-19 pandemic, the Town of Caledon has been working with all 
orders of government to ensure public health and safety as well as social and economic 
response and recovery. As focus shifts towards reopening, post-pandemic recovery and 
the imminent growth of Caledon, it is recommended that Caledon continue a collaborative 
approach to government relations, in support of growth-related advocacy positions. 
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Update on Town Priorities 
 
There have been advances in terms of Caledon’s key priorities. A list of open advocacy 
files in 2022 is provided in Schedule A for Council’s information. Major progress, impacts 
and opportunities for key Caledon priorities are outlined below. 
 
Affordable Housing  

 On January 19, 2022, the Province met with Ontario’s Big City Mayors, Mayors 
and Regional Chairs of Ontario, and AMO at the Ontario Housing Affordability 
Summit.  

o Additional funding was announced for large and urban municipalities under 
the Streamline Development Approval Fund and Audit and Accountability 
Fund.  

o The Province also committed to working with the municipal sector to 
develop a data standard for planning and development applications to help 
accelerate approval timelines.  

 On January 23rd, 2022 the Province hosted a Rural Housing Roundtable with 
Ontario’s smaller and rural municipal mayors, reeves and wardens to discuss the 
housing crisis and coordinate efforts to increase housing supply across the 
province. 

 On February 8, 2022 the Province released the Housing Affordability Task Force 
report containing Task Force recommendations to increase the supply of market 
housing to address the housing crisis. 

 The Province is consolidating three programs – Homelessness Prevention 
Initiative, Home for Good and the Strong Communities Rent Supplement Program 
into a new Homeless Prevention Program, and adding an annual funding increase 
of $25M.  

 Bill 109, the More Homes for Everyone Act, 2022 received royal assent on April 
14, 2022, which supports the More Homes for Everyone Plan. Consultation on the 
Plan closed April 29, 2022. The Plan proposed to amend planning and 
development application processes, as well as implement policies and expedite 
priority projects, among other changes. 

 
Broadband  

 On December 1, 2021 Infrastructure Ontario posted its Request for Proposal 
document and the next steps for allowing pre-qualified Internet Service Providers 
to bid on broadband projects. 

 On April 14, 2022, Bill 93, Getting Ontario Connected Act, 2022, received Royal 
Assent. The legislation was introduced to support the government’s commitment 
to connect every community to high-speed internet by 2025. The legislation intends 
to reduce delays, helping make it easier and faster to build high-speed internet 
infrastructure across the province. 

 
Finance 

 As of December 2021, the Province is providing an additional $1 billion in funding 
over the next five years beginning in 2021-22 towards the Ontario Community 
Infrastructure Fund, to help 424 Ontario communities improve critical infrastructure 
projects including roads, bridges, water and wastewater. Caledon will receive 
$3,144,160, which is an increase of $1,730,844 from 2021. 

https://files.ontario.ca/mmah-housing-affordability-task-force-report-en-2022-02-07-v2.pdf
https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/1001895/ontario-is-making-it-easier-to-buy-a-home
https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/1001298/building-ontario-with-investments-in-critical-infrastructure-for-small-rural-and-northern-communities
https://news.ontario.ca/en/release/1001298/building-ontario-with-investments-in-critical-infrastructure-for-small-rural-and-northern-communities
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 Funding for affordable housing and social services during COVID-19 will continue 
to be available with over $1 billion in the Social Services Relief Fund. 

 On April 6, 2022 the province announced $127 million of federal-provincial funding 
through a fifth round of the Social Services Relief Fund (SSRF). 

 
Infrastructure 

 On April 25, 2022 the Province announced a $19.4M investment for a new 
replacement Caledon East Public School, creating 650 new student and 73 child 
care spaces. 

 
Planning Matters 

 Under Schedule 19 of Bill 13, Supporting People and Businesses Act, 2021, 
expands the matters that the council of a local municipality may delegate to help 
streamline planning decisions. 

 The Province proposed new provincial guidance for integrating watershed and 
subwatershed planning into land use planning. Comments closed on March 13, 
2022. 

 The Town continues to meet and work with provincial and conservation authority 
staff to revise Caledon’s Bolton Special Policy Area submission. 

 From January 27 to April 27, 2022, the Province sought feedback on a draft Low 
Impact Development Stormwater Management Guidance Manual that will help 
municipalities, property owners, planners, developers and others to manage rain 
where it falls, reduce flooding risks, and increase resiliency to climate change. The 
Province also consulted on a Municipal Wastewater and Stormwater Management 
Discussion Paper. 

 On March 4, 2022 the Province granted an Ministerial Zoning Order (MZO) to 
accelerate the development of a warehouse and distribution centre on the lands 
known municipally as 12035 Dixie Road and 0 Dixie Road. The proposed facility 
is expected to create about 2,250 jobs. 

 On April 6, 2022 the province refused to grant the Town’s request for an MZO at 
12415 Coleraine Drive. 

 In collaboration with the Town, the Region will be conducting an aggregate 
resources policy review later in 2022. 

 
Transportation 

 On January 21, 2022 the Province announced an additional $120.4M in one-time 
funding to top the Ontario Gas Tax for Transit Program in 2021-22. 

 As per the discussion at the 2022 Rural Ontario Municipal Association (ROMA) 
conference, which was confirmed in a letter dated February 23, 2022, the Ministry 
of Transportation will move forward with: 

o the relocation of the detection zones on the Highway 10 approaching the 
Olde Base Line intersection,  

o adjustments to the traffic signal timing at the intersection,  
o installation of transverse pavement markings,  
o installation of solar flashing beacons on top of the existing “Traffic Signals 

Ahead” signs for north and southbound Highway 10,  
o installation of a “Prepare To Stop” tab sign underneath the existing “Traffic 

Signals Ahead” signs, and  
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o continue to monitor traffic operations at the intersection of Highway 10 & 
Olde Base Line Road and its approaches and will implement additional 
safety measures, if warranted. 

 In addition, the Province expressed support for the Town working with the Region 
of Peel to install a red-light camera at the intersection of Highway 10 and Olde 
Baseline Road. 

 On March 10, 2022, the Province released the Connecting the GGH: A 
Transportation Plan for the Greater Golden Horseshoe. The plan includes 
provincial action to work with Metrolinx and the Town of Caledon to monitor transit 
demand and advance the business case for passenger rail service, and continue 
to protect for potential future rail service opportunities. 

 On April 14, 2022 the Region of Peel hosted a Road Safety Roundtable. 

 The Province passed legislation that will cut the gas tax by 5.7 cents per litre and 
fuel tax by 5.3 cents per litre from July 1, 2022 to December 31, 2022. 

 On April 19, 2022 the provincial government filed Ontario Regulation 355/22 under 
the Highway Traffic Act permitting the municipal use of Administrative Monetary 
Penalties (AMPs) for Automated Speed Enforcement. It also includes the use of 
AMPs for other camera bases systems such as red lights, streetcars, and school 
buses. 

 
Other Recent Federal and Provincial Political and Policy Activities  
 
Some opportunities that staff are monitoring include:  
 

 Under the Municipal Modernization Program Intake 3 implementation project 
stream, the Province will provide the Town funding of up to $198,432 towards 
Records Management Modernization. 

 In collaboration with Dufferin County and community partners the Town submitted 
an application for the Social Inclusion Strategy project to the 2022-23 Inclusive 
Community Grants program and is awaiting the results.  

 The Town submitted an application to the recent Rural Economic Development 
program intake and is awaiting results. 

 The Attorney General convened a Technical Working Group on joint and several 
liability that was set to begin work in March. 

 From January 27 to March 13, 2022, the Province held its second phase of 
consultation on proposed changes for the Next Edition of Ontario’s Building Code.  

 Parts of the On-Site and Excess Soil Management Regulation (O. Reg 406/19) 
came into effect on January 1, 2022 however in March 2022 the Province 
temporarily suspended certain provisions that came into effect until January 1, 
2023 in order to understand the provisions and refine their implementation. 

 Phase 2 Regulations of the Conservation Authorities Act was posted on the 
Environmental Registry of Ontario. Regulatory and policy changes under the 
Conservation Authorities Act were finalized to improve conservation authority 
governance, oversight, transparency, and accountability. 

 The Firefighter Certification Regulation (O. Reg 343/22) of the Fire Protection and 
Prevention Act, 1997 will come into force on July 1, 2022. The regulation 
introduces mandatory minimum certification standards for firefighters that align 
with fire protection services being performed. 
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 The Province has made a number of commitments with respect to long-term care 
including $4.9B to hire more than 27,000 long-term care staff over four years. In 
addition, the Fixing the Long Term Care Act, 2021 came into effect April 2022, 
along with the first phase of regulations. 

 On March 28, 2022 the federal and provincial governments signed a $13.2B 
agreement for Early Years and Child Care. Under the agreement, the new program 
will lower child care costs, and improve access and quality across Ontario’s child 
care and early years sector. 

 Effective March 30, 2022 the Province increased the Non-Resident Speculation 
Tax rate from 15 to 20 per cent across the entire province. 

 As of April 1, 2022 the Province eliminated the cost of police record checks for 
volunteers. 

 On April 7, 2022 the federal government announced the 2022 federal budget 
making investments in housing, climate change and infrastructure, among other 
areas. 

 The Ontario government launched various supports for Ukrainian families arriving 
under the emergency travel authorization. 

 The 2022 Provincial budget, Ontario’s Plan to Build, was released on April 28, 
2022 focusing on: 

o Rebuilding Ontario’s Economy – creating jobs and building prosperity with 
investments across Ontario from the Ring of Fire to relocating WSIB to 
London; 

o Working for Workers – supporting better jobs with initiatives like raising 
minimum wage, investing in employment and training programs, and 
supporting newcomers; 

o Building Highways and Key Infrastructure – building highways, transit and 
other infrastructure projects; 

o Keeping Costs Down – increasing housing supply, eliminating licence plate 
fees and tolls on Highways 418 and 412 and providing tax and childcare 
relief; and 

o A Plan to Stay Open – making investments in healthcare, education for 
healthcare workers, and manufacturing PPE. 

 
Looking ahead, the next provincial election is scheduled for June 2, 2022. The 
42nd Parliament of the Legislative Assembly has been dissolved and the 2022 provincial 
election campaign started on May 4, 2022. The next sitting of the Legislature is scheduled 
for September 12, 2022, but could be recalled earlier with a Speech from the Throne and 
potentially a budget introduction. Staff will continue monitoring federal and provincial 
political and policy activities and assess any implications for Caledon.  
 
2022 ROMA Conference  
 
The Town leveraged advocacy opportunities available at the 2022 ROMA Conference that 
was held virtually on January 23-25, 2022. This included meetings with Ministers as well 
as the leaders of the opposition parties to discuss the Town’s key priorities. Follow-up 
letters were sent to each of the Ministers highlighting key messaging that was discussed 
during the meetings and reinforcing the Town’s advocacy positions. Staff will continue to 
follow-up on these key actions as well as propose continuing to advance priorities during 
the 2022 AMO conference as outlined below.  
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Upcoming AMO Conference  
 
From August 14-17, 2022, the AMO Conference will occur in-person. COVID related 
practices at the AMO Conference will be informed by provincial and local public health 
guidance at the time and will be subject to change. This year’s conference will include 
keynote speakers and expert panels, breakout sessions and engagement with provincial 
representatives, among other opportunities to discuss and debate municipal issues. 
 
This year’s program is currently in development, but will include a range of policy matters 
including:  
 

 public health, 

 energy, 

 housing, 

 mental health and addictions, 

 climate change, 

 waste diversion, and  

 insurance. 
 
In addition, the Province will accept requests for in-person delegation meetings with 
provincial ministers. Meetings are usually no longer than 15 minutes in length, so it is 
important to have a focused agenda for each. Municipalities can request delegations with 
Ontario government ministries as well as representatives of the opposition parties to 
present issues and challenges that require provincial support. The deadline to submit 
delegation requests to the Province is June 24, 2022.  
 
In order to be prepared to submit delegations before the deadline, staff is looking for 
Council direction on which delegation requests to submit on behalf of the Town of Caledon 
for AMO.  
 
Proposed Caledon Delegation Requests  
 
In order to focus Caledon’s 2022 AMO delegation requests, staff recommend Caledon 
delegate on Council Work Plan priority issues that are critical to Caledon’s growth and 
modernization and resilience. The delegations will set the stage for the Town’s relationship 
and advocacy with the provincial government over the next four-year term. The following 
are the list of proposed delegations: 
 

Caledon-Vaughan GO Line 

 Continue to support the Caledon-Vaughan GO Line business case to 
completion and include the rail service in the next Metrolinx Regional 
Transportation Plan Update with an in-service date of before 2041. 

 
Local Planning Equity 

 Provide local municipalities equity in control of local planning matters with 
respect to growth, settlement areas and boundary expansions, transit areas 
and employment lands. 
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Climate Change 

 Enact policies and legislation and deliver funding programs that support 
municipal action on climate change adaptation and mitigation and enable a low 
carbon transition. 
 

Finance 

 Commit to a provincial-municipal fiscal framework that is stable, sustainable 
and affordable for property taxpayers. 

 
Broadband Connectivity  

 Accelerate the allocation of broadband funding and address broadband gaps 
ensuring affordable broadband rates of residents and businesses. 
 

Infrastructure Management 

 Invest in public infrastructure such as roads, transit, active transportation and 
energy infrastructure that is low-carbon, climate adaptive, accommodates 
growth and supports healthy and safe communities. 

 
Affordable Housing 

 Work with municipalities to advance policies and programs that expedite a full 
range of affordable rental, independent living and multi-storey housing options. 

 

Region of Peel Priorities  
 
The Town of Caledon does seek to collaborate where beneficial with other municipalities 
on common issues, including the Region of Peel.  
 
On March 24, 2022, Region of Peel confirmed their advocacy priority themes for the AMO 
Conference as follows:  

 Address COVID-19 impacts, now and beyond 

 Support our community growth 

 Focus on affordable housing solutions 

 Safeguard quality of life for seniors 

 Prioritize investment in mental health 

 Invest in child care as an economic catalyst 

 Keep the economy moving 

 Investing in a green economy 
o Climate Change 
o Energy 
o Waste Management 

 
Next Steps  
 
Throughout June and July, staff will work with the Mayor and Council Office as well as 
Caledon delegates to prepare and review conference briefing materials. Staff will 
coordinate scheduling and materials with the Dufferin-Caledon MPP’s office and the 
Region of Peel.  
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Ministries will confirm the Town’s delegation requests approximately one week before the 
beginning of the conference. Following the conference, staff will provide further 
information to Council with a summary of what was requested, any follow-up action that 
was committed to in the meetings, and next steps to further advance the above priorities.  
While staff recommend aligning the Town’s advocacy for AMO with growth-related topics, 
it is important to note that advocacy on other council-endorsed positions will continue 
through various advocacy tools. 
 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

 

There are no immediate financial implications associated with this report. 
 

COUNCIL WORK PLAN 
 
Sustainable Growth:  

 Continue the implementation of the Transportation Master Plan including transit, 
infrastructure, cycling, traffic management, traffic calming, livable and walkable 
communities  

 Advance proactive infrastructure development solutions for growth management  

 Pursue intensification in concert with accessibility and public transit, Bolton GO 
Station and other transit hubs  

 
Connected Community:  

 Enhance high-speed internet connectivity  

 Promote an age-friendly community through the formation of youth and senior 
retention plans  

 
Good Governance  

 Balance financial planning for both operating and capital budgets  
o Capital budget - balance aging infrastructure with growth-related 

infrastructure needs 

ATTACHMENTS 
 
Schedule A: Town of Caledon Active Advocacy Files 


